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greater importance than the problem of rescuing
refugees, and postponed consideration of their reply
to a more favourable hour. Delay was precisely the
factor which the situation did not allow. The refu-
f
ees were huddled together on the seashore: the
rench cruisers were steaming impatiently in the
offing : and the Turks, momentarily checked by the
presence of the ships, were awaiting the opportunity
to close with the helpless men and women. Forty-
eight hours having elapsed, the Admiral repeated his
communication. There was a grim humour in the
belated reply. Paris, with studied simplicity., inquired
' Where is Jebel Musa ? '
The Admiral would wait no longer : and taking
matters into his own hands he embarked the refugees.
The operation was conducted with great skill. The
sea was rough, the beach dangerous, and the Turks
maintained a desultory fire upon the French and
Armenians alike. But little or no loss of life occurred,
and the refugees and their belongings were got safely
on board. The first half of the problem thus was
solved: the second still remained. What country
would accept a company of 5,000 homeless and
destitute persons as its guests ? Strictly speaking, in
the circumstances it was the business of France to
provide the required accommodation. She had under-
taken the duty of rescue, and upon her fell therefore
the responsibility of the maintenance of the refugees.
But the nearest point of French territory was some
days distant from Syria. Warships make indifferent
transports : the whole squadron temporarily would be
immobilized : and lastly, the Admiral was uncertain
whether his Government would approve the employ-
ment of the cruisers upon this unusual naval operation.
Many considerations, therefore, pointed in favour of
finding a temporary home for the refugees elsewhere
than on French soil. Obviously in these circumstances

